
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Thirty-One: Jesus’ Second Galilean Ministry 
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Matthew 15:1-9; 16:13-18; 17:1-8; Mark 9:30-32; Luke 10:1-11; John 5:1-9; 6:5-14; 6:30-35
A
fter the death of John the Baptist, Jesus returned to Jerusalem , for a “feast of the Jews” (John 5:1). This marked the beginning of His second year of public ministry. While in Jerusalem Jesus healed a lame man (John 5:1-15) and taught (John 5:16-47).

Upon His return to Galilee crowds of people  followed Him. On one occasion, in a remote place, Jesus miraculously fed an entire crowd of 5000 (counting only the men) from five loaves and two fish (John 6:9). Everyone ate and there where twelve baskets full of fragments left over (John 6:13). On another occasion He did the same thing for a crowd of 4000 (counting only men) from seven loaves and a few fish (Matt. 15:34).

After Jesus fed the 5000 the people were so moved that Jesus knew they would try to make him king by force, so He withdrew to a mountain by Himself (John 6: 14-15). When He returned He sent His disciples across 
the Sea, then later came to them walking on the water (John 6:15-21). On the other side of the Sea the crowds found Jesus and He taught one of His most powerful lessons. He declared to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger” (John 6:35). Jesus tested the people by going further to say,  “Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day” (John 6:54). He wasn’t talking about His physical body, but feeding upon His word and the sacrifice He would offer for sins (John 6:63). Even so, many of the people stopped following Him because they misunderstood.

Jesus lived under the Mosaic Law and throughout His life on earth He was obedient to it. Yet, by the time of Jesus many Jews had developed a manmade system of rules for following the Law which was not taught in the word of God. These rules, called the “tradition of the elders” sometimes even led people to break the Law. Jesus rejected these rules and angered the Jewish leaders because of this (Matt. 15:1-20).


Jesus asked His disciples who the people thought that He was. They told Him that some thought He was one of the prophets of old. Jesus then asked who they thought He was. Peter declared, “You are the Christ. The Son of the Living God” (Matt. 16:16). Jesus praised Peter and told him that upon “this rock” (i.e. the confession that He is the Christ) He would build His church (Matt. 16:18). A few days after this Jesus took Peter, James, and John with Him to the top of a mountain. There before them Moses and Elijah appeared talking to Jesus and the three of them glowed with light. God declared from heaven, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!” (Matt. 17:5).

Jesus knew from the beginning that the purpose of His coming was ultimately to die for man’s sins. He predicted this long before it happened, during His second year of preaching (Mark 9:31). Near the end of this year, He chose seventy disciples and sent them out (as He had the twelve) to teach and heal the sick (Luke 10:1-16). 
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Study Questions
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1.  What did Jesus use to feed the multitudes?


5000: _______________________________ (Matt. 14:13-21).

4000:_______________________________ (Matt. 15:29-39).
2.  To what event in the history of Israel was Jesus comparing Himself when He called Himself “the Bread which came down from heaven” (John 6:41)?

3.  Why did some who had followed Jesus stop following Him (John 6:53)?


What did they misunderstand (John 6:63)?


4.  What did Jesus mean when He told Peter, “upon this rock I will build my church” (Matt. 16:18)?


Some say since Peter means “stone” Jesus was teaching that the church was built upon Peter? Is this correct? (cf. 1 Cor. 3:11)


5.  Explain the significance Jesus being exalted above of Moses and Elijah at the transfiguration (Matt. 17:1-13).

6. By what unusual method did Jesus obtain money to pay the temple tax (Matt. 17:27)?
7. Did Jesus fail to go to the feast of tabernacles (John 7:10)?


8.  Fill-in the blanks from Jesus’ instructions to the seventy. “He who _____ you ______  ____, he who _______ you rejects _____, and he who _______ Me rejects _____ who ________ Me.” (Luke 10:16, NKJV).

Key Passage: 
“And Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst’” (John 6:35). 
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